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opposed by no corresponding intensity in the rest. The
Assembly of Virginia published a declaration that no external
authority could impose a tax upon Virginians, and a Congress was
summoned to meet at New York, the most convenient geo-
graphical centre. Delegates from nine out of the thirteen colonies
attended this Congress, which met on October 7, 1765, just
before the date when the new taxes would come into play.
The Congress claimed the right of the Colonies to govern
themselves in matters of taxation, and forwarded its declaration
to the King. This most important step coincided with the
manifest failure of the Bong's attempt to increase the power of
the Crown at home; for, to begin with, his very insufficient
mind was struck by madness at that moment, and, what was
more, the chief advocates of aristocratic rule, the Whigs, assumed
power, with Lord Rockingham as their official head.
Rockingham had a very able secretary called Edmund Burke,
and had put him into Parliament. Burke was in favour of
repealing the Stamp Act; Pitt, who had lost the direction of
affairs early in the reign and had retired, returned to take part
in that policy, and on February 22, 1766, the Stamp Act was
repealed.
This yielding to threats was bound to have its effect. Whea
Pitt (who was now known as Lord Chatham, from the title
which he had given himself) replaced Rockingham real power
was not in his hands—for he was too ill. Grafton, who acted
for him, had the real power, and he, as First Lord of the
Treasury, proposed that in place of the now lost stamp dues
new import taxes should be imposed, one of which was a duty
on tea. The Assembly of the colony of Massachusetts sent
round a circular letter to all the other colonies protesting; the
governor was ordered to dissolve that Assembly, whereupon it
took the revolutionary step of continuing to sit despite the orders
of the Crown. The quarrel simmered for two years, in tiie
course of which Lord North entered the Ministry as Chancellor
of the Exchequer.
North was an intelligent, good-natured man, with clear ideas
as to what ought to be done in the circumstances, a typical
aristocrat, a Tory; and he led that part of the Cabinet which
knew its own rnind and was determined to affirm the rights of
the central government. He was also leader of the House of
Commons, The King had had an attack of madness. His

